Oral Health Disparities Across the Life Span.
Despite improvements in the oral health status of the US population as a whole, a disproportionately higher burden of oral diseases and disorders are borne by those individuals from low-income and racial and ethnic minority groups. These differences in health status, health outcomes, or health care use between distinct socially disadvantaged and advantaged groups are well documented and known as health disparities. It is vital that members of the dental profession understand the distribution of oral health and disease across different populations and the life span and participate in developing innovative and sustainable approaches to eliminate oral health disparities.